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SUBJECT: NAMING OF THE DON JOHNSON TENNIS COURTS AT BACKESTON 

PARK 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

Approval of the name “The Don Johnson Tennis Courts at Backesto Park” for the tennis courts 
located within Backesto Park, San Jose. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
There are a total of 8 tennis courts located at Backesto Park.  It is one of the oldest public tennis 
facilities in the City of San Jose. They are heavily used by tennis players of all ages through out 
the year.   
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Coach Don Johnson, July 27, 1941-May 11, 2014 
 
Below is an article by the United States Tennis Association (USTA) Northern California 
Celebrating Black History Month which briefly summarizes Don’s community service to San 
Jose.  
 
Don Johnson is considered by many a local Northern California tennis legend. Through his hard 
work and dedication to the game and to his "children".  For the last 35 years, Don Johnson has 
shared his love of tennis with children who otherwise would not have access to the sport. 
 
The road to tennis for this trailblazer was not easy.  A New Yorker by origin, he grew up in the 
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impoverished inner city are of 1940’s Brooklyn.  He witnessed first hand that life could be hard, 
if not cruel. Watching his father die of a drug overdose was a testament to that reality.  
  
His only haven became tennis.  When Don was 12 years old, he met coach Phil Rubel at Lincoln 
Terrace Park.  Coach Rubel took him under his wing and showed Don that there was another 
path he could travel.  Don recalls, "When I first met tennis, there was a structure there that was 
white.  It was clean and I immediately wanted to dress like those guys that wore the clothes, the 
white stuff…I wanted to be like them." 
Don quickly rose up the ranks and played professional tennis from 1969 to 1972.  He was also 
the first African-American tennis coach at an East Coast college, the Pratt Institute.  This gave 
him the opportunity to meet his mentor and friend, Arthur Ashe.  Don worked as coach and 
personal assistant to Arthur Ashe from 1970 to 1977.  It was during this time that he helped set 
up the city’s first national junior tennis league program (NJTL).  
  
When Don and his family moved to San Jose in the mid-70s, he brought with him the NJTL 
concept.  Don estimates that he has taught thousands in the past 30 years through the various 
tennis programs he runs in San Jose.  He is proud of bringing tennis programs to the inner city 
and being a mentor to junior tennis programs.  He is especially proud because through tennis he 
has been able to teach other important life skills such as professionalism, respect for self and 
others, hard work, discipline, manners, politeness and proper dress code.  
  
One secret to his success is that he makes tennis affordable.  He receives funding from 
sponsorships, donations, and grants.  Another key to his success is that he dedicates an 
enormous amount of time to his "children" as he likes to call them.  He becomes not only their 
mentor, but their friend.  Johnson believes that teaching tennis allows him to instill values 
necessary for success, such as the importance of education, sportsmanship, professionalism, 
respect for others, hard work and discipline. 
  
Don’s hard work has not gone unnoticed. In 2003 he was inducted into the African-American 
Ethnic Sports Hall of Fame.  In 2004 he was inducted into the United States Tennis Association 
Northern California Tennis Hall of Fame.  In 2006 was presented the Jefferson Award for Public 
Service. Also in 2006, a documentary titled, "From Brooklyn to the Hall of Fame: The Don 
Johnson Story" was produced by Venkat Narayanan. 
 
Darrel Cortez has submitted a nomination of “The Don Johnson Tennis Courts at Backesto Park” 
which are located in Backesto Park.   PRNS has confirmed this nomination conforms to the City 
Policy.    
 
City Policy Number 7-5, revised November 23, 1993, establishes Council policy regarding the 
determination of names to be given to City-owned land and facilities.  Per the Policy, the City 
encourages naming that: 
 
 reflects the City’s ethnic and cultural diversity; 



PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
November 5, 2014 
Subject: Hearing for Park Naming The Don Johnson Tennis Courts at Backesto Park 
Page 3 
 
 
 recognizes individuals who have made a significant contribution to the local, national or 

global community; 
 recognizes distinct geographic, environmental or developmental features, or names of 

historical significance; and 
 recognizes individuals for their service to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 JASON CONDIT 
 Project Manager  
 

teresa.meyer-calvert
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SUBJECT: NAMING OF THE NEW PARK IRIS CHANG MEMORIAL PARK 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

Approval of the name “Iris Chang Memorial Park” for the new city park located at River Oaks 
Parkway and Seely Avenue, San Jose. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City will be acquiring an approximate 5.04-acre acre park site as part of the dedication 
process through the Parkland Dedication Ordinance (PDO).  To fulfill its PDO obligation for 
Tentative Map  File No. PT07-004 The Irvine Company LLC (“Developer”) to oversee 
dedication and improvement of a neighborhood park on a portion of their housing project site 
covered under the Tentative Map.   
 
The Irvine Company LLC (the "Developer") received development approvals under Tentative 
MapPT07-004 and Planned Development Permit PD07-006 ("PD Permit") for a mixed-use 
project located at the southeasterly comer of River Oaks Parkway and Zanker Road. The PD 
Permit approved up to 1,900 residential units, a maximum 15,000 square feet of commercial 
space and an approximate 5.04-acre park on a total 38.7 gross acre site, within the North San 
Jose Area Development Policy area (the "Project"). 
 
The following park improvements will be constructed on the 5.04 acre park site: two (2) tennis 
courts, one (1) half basketball court, children's play lot, one (1) restroom building, drinking 
fountains, trash receptacles, bio-swale and bridges, benches, open turf areas, lighting, walkways, 
signage, and other landscaping and amenities. All of the park improvements will be designed 
and constructed in accordance with standard City specifications. 
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ANALYSIS 
 
Ying Ying and Shau-Jin Chang have submitted a nomination of “Iris Chang Memorial Park” 
which is located at River Oaks Parkway and Seely Avenue.  The Attachment describes the 
reasons for naming the new park Iris Chang Memorial Park and Names of Supporters.  PRNS 
has confirmed this nomination conforms to the City Policy.    
 
City Policy Number 7-5, revised November 23, 1993, establishes Council policy regarding the 
determination of names to be given to City-owned land and facilities.  Per the Policy, the City 
encourages naming that: 
 
 reflects the City’s ethnic and cultural diversity; 
 recognizes individuals who have made a significant contribution to the local, national or 

global community; 
 recognizes distinct geographic, environmental or developmental features, or names of 

historical significance; and 
 recognizes individuals for their service to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 JASON CONDIT 
 Project Manager  
Attachment: 
Iris Chang Support Letter  
Names of Supporters 
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Attachments 
Iris Chang Support Letter 
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Names of Supporters 
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Names of Supporters Continued 
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SUBJECT: NAMING OF THE NEW PARK WITHIN THE MONTECITO VISTA 

URBAN VILLAGE 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

Approval of the name “Montevista Park”, “Richardson Park” or another suitable name for the 
park site within the Montecito Vista Urban Village, located at 80 Montecito Vista Drive in San 
Jose. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City will be acquiring an approximate 2.0-acre acre park site as part of the dedication 
process through the Parkland Dedication Ordinance (PDO).  To fulfill its PDO obligation for 
Tentative Map No. PT13-035 Montecito (formerly ROEM Development Corporation) 
(“Developer”) to oversee dedication and improvement of a neighborhood park on a portion of 
their housing project site covered under the Tentative Map.  This residential project is subject to 
either the requirements of the City’s Park Impact Ordinance (Chapter 14.25 of Title 14 of the 
San Jose Municipal Code) or the Parkland Dedication Ordinance (Chapter 19.38 of Title 19 of 
the San Jose Municipal Code) for the dedication of land and/or payment of fees in-lieu of 
dedication of land for public park and/or recreational purposes.  
 
Tentative Map Number PT05-113 and Final Tract Map Number 9831 authorize Montecito to 
construct 721 multifamily units and 117 single-family attached units on a 29.5 gross-acre site 
located on the southwesterly corner of Goble Lane and Monterey Road ("Project"). Chapter 
19.38 of the San Jose Municipal Code (Parkland Dedication Ordinance) requires residential 
developers to dedicate land for neighborhood and community parks, construct park or 
recreational improvements, or pay a parkland fee in lieu of dedication or construction to help 
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meet the demand for neighborhood and community parkland generated by the development of 
new residential subdivisions ("Parkland Dedication Obligation"). 
 
In February 2007, the City entered into a Parkland Agreement ("Original Parkland Agreement") 
with ROEM requiring ROEM to construct park improvements and dedicate an approximately 
two-acre neighborhood park site (APN 455-09-061) to the City to satisfy their Parkland 
Dedication Obligation (PDO) for the Project. The proposed park elements consist of: a basketball 
court, volleyball courts, two (2) children's play lots, barbeque areas, picnic tables, stoves, trash 
receptacles, game table areas, an art monument, site furnishings and landscaping. The proposed 
park was to be constructed by February 27, 2012 under the terms of the Original Parkland 
Agreement. 
 
On February 9, 2010, Council approved a strategy to delay construction of new parks until 
maintenance funding could be identified which included the turnkey park to be constructed by 
ROEM under the Original Parkland Agreement. Park construction schedules were to be extended 
to at least 2011-2012 or beyond. 
 
Following Council action in May of 2010, the City approved the first amendment to the Original 
Parkland Agreement. This amendment allowed the developer to defer completion of the park 
until February 27, 2015. 
 
In November of 2011, the City of San Jose Department of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood 
Services (PRNS), consented to the assignment and assumption of the Parkland Agreements from 
ROEM to Montecito. 
 
At the time of the initial approval of the Original Parkland Agreement in 2007, it was anticipated 
that 838 residential units and 69,051 square feet of private recreation facilities would be 
constructed. The actual unit count constructed is now anticipated to be 575 and the private 
recreation credit area will be 0 square feet. 
 
 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The development of the Montecito Vista Project during a period of severe economic downturn 
has resulted in ownership changes and a large scale deviation from the originally anticipated 
development timelines, unit counts and private recreation amenities. In addition, due to internal 
dynamics between the developer and landowners, the project has progressed in a phased manner 
for which the Original Parkland Agreement was not well suited. These conditions have led to 
piecemeal construction of the project site, with unit types and quantities that bear little 
resemblance to the development originally proposed.  
 
The second amendment to the Original Parkland Agreement with Montecito will satisfy 
Montecito's parkland obligation through the construction of a 2.0 acre turnkey park.  
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Doug Buzbee has submitted a nomination of “Montevista Park”. The park is located within the 
Montecito Vista Urban Village.  PRNS has confirmed this nomination conforms to the City 
Policy.   Additionally, back in 2008 members of the existing “Chateau La Salle” community 
adjacent to the new development submitted a number of applications to name the park 
“Richardson Park”.  According to their submittals, the Richardson’s owned a restaurant at the 
location called “Coffee Cup Café”.  One of these submittals is attached to this memo for the 
consideration of the commission.  Additionally, staff has reached out to the member of the 
community who spearheaded this request to make them aware of the November Parks and 
Recreation Commission meeting and determine if there is still interest in this name for the park.  
They have responded that they are still interested and plan on attending the PRC meeting to 
indicate their support. 
 
City Policy Number 7-5, revised November 23, 1993, establishes Council policy regarding the 
determination of names to be given to City-owned land and facilities.  Per the Policy, the City 
encourages naming that: 
 
 reflects the City’s ethnic and cultural diversity; 
 recognizes individuals who have made a significant contribution to the local, national or 

global community; 
 recognizes distinct geographic, environmental or developmental features, or names of 

historical significance; and 
 recognizes individuals for their service to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
  JASON CONDIT 
  Project Manager  
 
 
Attachments: 

1. 2008-03-25 Richardson Park Nomination 

teresa.meyer-calvert
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SUBJECT: NAMING OF THE NEW PARK ORCHARD PARK 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

Approval of the name “Orchard Park” for the park site located at 1633 Oakland Road (cross 
street East Brokaw Road) in San Jose. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City will be acquiring an approximate 1.0-acre acre park site as part of the dedication 
process through the Parkland Dedication Ordinance (PDO).  To fulfill its PDO obligation for 
Tentative Map  File No. PT12-044 TNHC-HW (“Developer”) to oversee dedication and 
improvement of a neighborhood park on a portion of their housing project site covered under the 
Tentative Map.   
 
The city approved a Tentative Map File No. PT12-044 for a subdivision consisting of 107 single-
family attached and 132 multi-family attached residential units on 15.94 gross-acre site located at 
1633 Old Oakland Road in the City of San Jose.  In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 
19.38 of the San Jose Municipal Code (“Code”), the Tentative Map Permit contains a condition 
requiring the payment of fees and/or the dedication of land for park purposes (“Parkland 
Dedication Obligation”). 
 
On December 20, 2013, the TNHC-HW paid the City $1,295,594 of in-lieu PDO fees and 
provided an irrevocable offer of dedication for the one-acre park site to satisfy the PDO 
obligations for approval of the Final Map (Tract No. 10204) for the project. This approach 
facilitated the start of project construction for the applicant. The terms of the proposed turnkey 
parkland agreement provide for the reimbursement to the developer of the PDO fees paid in 
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exchange for the construction of the new park and trail improvements. Reimbursement is eligible 
upon the execution of the amended and restated parkland agreement for the turnkey construction. 
Park construction must be completed on or before June 30, 2015. 
 
The North San Jose Area Development Policy and the "Greenprint 2009 Update" recognize that 
the existing industrial uses in the project area are undergoing transition to residential uses. The 
City’s existing plans and policies call for the orderly development of the area to support high-
density residential use, which includes new parks and trail connections to be sited throughout the 
area.  These parks and trails provide relief from the urban environment, and therefore help in 
creating a livable community. The Coyote Creek Trail Master Plan anticipated connecting the 
Coyote Creek Trail within the reach along the project site. The Greenprint identified a potential 
park site along the southerly edge of the project site adjacent to Coyote Creek. 
 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The amended and restated turnkey parkland agreement replaces the agreement recently executed 
in conjunction with Final Tract Map approval. The new agreement establishes the terms for the 
developer to construct the new 1-acre turnkey park, which has a working title of "Orchard Park", 
pending completion of the formal park naming process. The turnkey park is to include a park 
entrance feature, pavilion, central lawn, specimen oak tree, two play areas, seating, and planted 
areas. 
 
Kelsy Barclay has submitted a nomination of “Orchard Park” which is located at 1633 Oakland 
Road.   The one acre park is will be located on the corner Pear Orchard Drive and Oakland Road 
along the main entrance to Orchard Park subdivision. Prior to any development on the site in the 
1960s, the site was an orchard, making the name Orchard Park a nice tribute to its previous land 
use. PRNS has confirmed this nomination conforms to the City Policy.    
 
City Policy Number 7-5, revised November 23, 1993, establishes Council policy regarding the 
determination of names to be given to City-owned land and facilities.  Per the Policy, the City 
encourages naming that: 
 
 reflects the City’s ethnic and cultural diversity; 
 recognizes individuals who have made a significant contribution to the local, national or 

global community; 
 recognizes distinct geographic, environmental or developmental features, or names of 

historical significance; and 
 recognizes individuals for their service to the community. 

 
 
 
 JASON CONDIT 
 Project Manager  
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